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The spirit of the eight-legged essay (1)

G S

Takino, Kunio

ABSTRACT

With the focus on the Qing dynasty eight-legged essay, this paper examines
the perspectives from which these essays were written. Additionally, based on
an overview of developments in the history of eight-legged essay writing from
Song to Qing times, the paper also examines the role played by the essay in
Ming-Qing intellectual history. As such, the paper sheds light on the fundamental
aim of the eight-legged essay: “to leave to posterity writings that endeavor to
speak on behalf of sages and worthies (in other words, to write essays in the
same heroic spirit as one who has achieved sagehood). Moreover, against the
background of the popularity of the Wang Yangming school in the late Ming period,
the paper also sheds light on the influence of the conceptual method involved in

writing eight-legged essays.
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