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A study on quasi-urban settlements
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ABSTRACT

This is a research on quasi-urban settlements. As human settlements are
generally divided into cities and villages in most researches on settlement
geography, there actually existed some quasi-urban settlements which are in a
transitional form between village and city. These quasi-urban settlements, also
called “suburban area” or “rural-urban settlements” by some researchers, have
been noticed but not yet discussed enough in researches since they are difficult
to be defined. Based on the analysis of settlement’s functions, this research
indicates that the most distinguished feature of a city is its multiple non-seasonal
functions and central place activities while the one of a rural village is its single
seasonal function with no central function. And the measurement for a quasi-urban
settlement is set as one or two non-seasonal functions without central place

activity.
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