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From Claude Lorrain to the National Trust : Views on Nature in the Guidebooks for the Lake District
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- to give you a complete idea of these three per-
fections [BEAUTY , HORROR, and IMMEN -

SITY ], as they are joined in KESWICK,
would requirve the united powers of CLAUDE,
SALVATOR, and POUSSIN . The first should
throw his delicate sunshine over the cultivated
vales, the scatteved cots, the groves, the lake,
and wooded islands. The second should dash
out the horrov of the rugged cliffs, the steeps,
the hanging woods, and foaming water-falls ,
while the grand pemncil of POUSSIN should
crown the whole, with the wmajesty of the
impending mountains. (Brown 8)
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Not a single red tile, no flaming Gentleman’s
house or garden-walls break in upon the repose
of this little unsuspected paradise, but all is
peace, rusticity, and happy poverty in its
neatest most becoming attire. (Gray, Letters 3

Jan. 1770)
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The following little work proposes a new object
of pursuit . that of not barely examining the
face of a country ., but of examining it by the
rules of picturesque beauty . that of not merely
describing, but of adapting the description of
natural scenery to the principles of artificial
landscape ; and of opening the sources of those
pleasures, which are derived from the compari-
son. (Wye 1-2)
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--- we examine what would amend the composi-
tion ; how little is wanting to reduce it to the
rules of our art; what a circumstance some-
times forms the limit between beauty, and
deformity. Or we compare objects before us
with other objects of the same kind : — or per-
haps we compare them with the imitations of
art. From all these operations of the mind
results great amusement. (Three Essays 49)
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--- the valleys are noisy with motor cars and
motor cycles, the mountains are swarming with
hikers and fouled by litter, and the scenery is
regimented into formal lines by State Forests
and private gardens. (Brabant 4)
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