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Abstract

This paper examines fundamental issues that arise in implementation of elementary school English
activities. Reflecting historical background in Japan and the current circumstances in East Asia, ten-
tative proposals for instructional methods and materials are discussed. A prototype of class design
has developed for children especially in the lower classes at an elementary school with adequate consid-
eration for marked features in each developmental stage of children. Through practical experience of
teaching English to school-aged children, two major factors are suggested in devising a curriculum for
elementary school English activities.

The study also refers to the importance of partnership between elementary schools and junior high
schools and of interactive in-service training for teachers involved in English instruction at elementary

schools.
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