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Abstract

This thesis discusses informed search methods with improving evaluation functions
for a state space described as weighted tree structure. The purpose of this research
is enhancement of quality for heuristic search.

The search quality is measured by cost of the solution, the number of expanded
states and the number of generated states. It is effective for the enhancement of
search quality that the accuracy of evaluation functions is improved by heuristics to
maintain admissibility.

There are two orientations to improve the accuracy of evaluation functions com-
posed of cost function and heuristic function. One is to reduce the error between
actual cost and the estimated cost by evaluation functions. Another is to reflect the
order of solution cost defined by the actual cost. In dividing a heuristic function into
two subfunctions, it provides accurate distinction between the optimal solution and
non-optimal solutions to keep the same level of the accuracy of these two subfunctions.

On a state space that cost of each edge along a path increases uniformly the heuristic
function is updated based on the heuristics related to the cost characteristics. The
update method changes cost in the subtree for a state and reduces the error between
actual cost and estimated cost with maintaining admissibilty. A proposed search
method combined the update method with A* search ensures the finding the optimal
solution. In the proposed method both the number of expanded states and the value
of effective branching factor are less than or equal to those in A* search.

The actual cost is not always determinate in visiting a state at first time on a
state space that a new state appears from a state already expanded and that cost
changes until the definite value. On that kind of state space a proposed search method
similar to A* search with revisiting states and updating the cost function using newly
acquired infomation through the revisiting. The proposed method has optimality
under the similar condition to admisibilty.

Improvement of evaluation functions under consideration of the cost characteristics

on the state space is effective to enhancement of search quality.
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1 OPEN.add(vg);
2 while OPEN .isNotEmpty() do
3 v < OPEN .popQ);

4 if v.isGoal() then

5 return(v);
6 end
7 {u1, -+ ,un} < v.generate();

8 CLOSED.add(v);

9 for we {uy, - ,u,} do
10 if w.isExplore() then
11 OPEN .add (u);

12 end
13 end

14 OPEN .sort();

15 end
16 return(False);
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1 init( open );

2 00 while open # () do
3 n < first( open );
4 if goal(n) then

5 return( n ) ;

6 end

7 while plan(n) == NULL do

8 remove( n, open ) ;
9 add( n, closed ) ;

10 n « first( open );

11 end

12 v action( plan(n ) ) ;

13 add( v, open );

14 re-evaluate( open ) ;
15 sort( open ) ;
16 end

17 return( False ) ;
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