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The Effects of Reading Text Orally and Silently on Memory
—In the Case of Poetry and Prose with Different Difficulties—
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Abstract :

In this study memory after oral and silent reading was examined. Poetries or prose works (novels) at

the different levels of difficulty were presented as the reading material. Forty undergraduates participat-

ed to the experiment and they were divided to four groups : oral reading of poetries, oral reading of

prose works, silent reading of poetries and silent reading of prose works. In the results memory after
oral reading was inferior to that after silent reading in the case of the difficult text. It was considered
that oral reading costs working memory in phonological encoding and decreases resources. Oral-reading

time was longer than silent-reading time in the both materials. These facts show that silent reading is

more efficient than oral reading in difficult texts. Some educational suggestions on reading were discus-

sed.
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