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Kagawa’s Economic Thought

Shujiro ABE

Abstract

In this paper we consider Kagawa Toyohiko’s economic thought. Kagawa was famous as
the leader of the cooperative movement and a labor activist, so he is widely recognized
as a social thinker. This means that Kagawa is not recognized as an economic thinker.
Firstly we define both social thought and economic thought, including economic thought
in social thought as appropriate. Secondly we consider a few points concerning Kagawa’s
economic thought through his writings after his overseas education. Thirdly we consider
Kagawa’s idea of capitalism and affirm his economic thought.

We conclude that Kagawa’s economic thought was based on subjectivism and
evolutionary thought. However, these two factors lowered the evaluation of his economic
thought.
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