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A Study of the Effects of the Improvement and Revitalization of City Centre Act

in Japan with a Special Comparison with Town Centre Policy in the U.K

Motohiro ADACHI

Abstract

The present study examines the historical changes in the Act on city centre revitalization
between 1998 and 2014. In particular, the study looks at the effects of the Revised Act
on Improvement and Revitalization of City Centres in Japan, which was instituted in
2006 and is considered to have lowered the economic power of out-of-town superstores,
resulting in revitalization of city centre economies. We employ ordered logit techniques
as a statistical tool and examine to what extent the 2006 reform has been successful in
terms of revitalizing city centres using 2012 data from the Cabinet Office of Japan.



