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Abstract

The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) decided that all students in

elementary school will learn programming education from 2020. This paper looks at the aims and contents of

programming education from the viewpoint of pedagogy. It also examines recent methods of programming

education in elementary school.
The results are as follows.
1. The history of programming education

School education related to programming education started at university level, and gradually expanded

institutionally to technical/vocational high schools (1970’s) in high school education, junior high schools

(1993) , ordinary high schools (2003), and finally to the Period of Integrated Study in elementary schools

(2002) .

Because of this history (1970’s - present,) a certain level of educational practices have developed.

2. Contents

(A) Learning programming languages, including “coding”.

(B) Fostering “programming thinking”.
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