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Abstract

Study on the potential and formation factor at the disaster construction through tourism

: the case of a disaster caused by the 2010 eruption of Mt. Merapi, Indonesia

Hikaru Kenchu
Assistant Professor,

Faculty of Social Sciences, Shikoku Gakuin University

Disaster reconstruction is currently an urgent research agenda worldwide, for
which an accumulation of good practices and know-hows for support is urgently
required. Among those, as evident in the April 2015 Nepal Earthquake, many cases
demand a knowledge and understanding of the disaster reconstruction through
tourism.

This research was conducted in three main stages, each responding to the specific
purposes. It first analyzed the recent cases and the studies of tourism in disaster-
affected areas with a focus on the 2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami and the 2011 Great East
Japan Earthquake, which lead to discussion on their potential and problems. The
analysis found that in the existing literature, tourism studies generally situate tourism
in disaster areas as part of “dark tourism” and analyze the cases within its framework.
However, this framework innately contains its limitation as pointed out in this
research. In order to fill this gap and further the theory, a new framework was deemed
necessary. For this, this study proposed to incorporate the concept of resilience to fill
this knowledge gap.

The second purpose of this study was to examine and clarify the potential and



problems of disaster reconstruction through tourism, by analyzing the development of
tourism triggered by a disaster. The case examined here is of the villages of Mt.
Merapi, Indonesia, all of whose housings were burnt down due to the eruption of the
mountain in 2010. This study examined the role and problems of tourism on the post-
disaster movement in the society and the response to it by chronologically classifying
the process of reconstruction and claifying the development and influence of tourism at
each phase of the process.

The third purpose of this study is to examine and clarify the formation of such
survival strategies by analyzing the disaster reconstruction from the same disaster,
focusing on the sufferers' strategies to compensate for damages through adaptation of
the newly formed tourism opportunities. Values of community resilience contributing to

recovery disaster damage is discussed.



