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The Landscape of Wooburn and its Heritage
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Abstract

The term “Ferme Ornée,” meaning an ornamental farm, is coined by a garden theorist Stephen Switzer, who
defines the key aspect of this style of garden design, drawing on Horace, as wutile dulti, or mingling of pleasure
with productivity. It’s a space of bucolic ideal influenced by a reinterpretation of the classical world of Georgics
by another Roman poet Virgil. The first and a prototypal “Ferme Ornée” is Wooburn Farm in Surrey which
was laid out by Philip Southcote in 1734-35, and then not a few “Ferme Ornée” had appeared from the mid
-18th Century. But the agricultural revolution and the French Revolution uncovered their fictionality, and they
gradually declined and began to be replaced by Model Farms. Although in the 1790s Wooburn was transferred
to a practical scientific farm, it has established no small influence on modern gardens and farms. This paper
discusses first the details of Southcote’s Wooburn, and then, focusing on the relation between pleasure and
productivity, examines the heritage of this “Ferme Ornée” to later periods.
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But why may not a whole Estate be thrown into a
kind of Garden by frequent Plantations, that may
turn as much to the Profit, as the Pleasure of the
Owner? ...Fields of Corn make a pleasant Prospect,
and if the Walks were a little taken care of that lie
between them, if the natural Embroidery of the
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Meadows were helpt and improved by some small
Additions of Art, and the several Rows of Hedges
set off by Trees and Flowers, that the soil was
capable of receiving, a Man might make a pretty
Landskip of his own Possessions. (Addison 2: 286)
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This Taste, so truly useful and delightful as it is,
has also for some time been the Practice of the best
Genius’s of France, under the Title of La Ferme
Ornée. And that Great-Britain is now likely to
excel in it, let all those who have seen the Farms
and Parks of Abbs-Court, Riskins, Dawley-Park,
now a doing, with other Places of like Nature,
declare. (Hunt and Willis 162)
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The
ornaments of the walk;

buildings are not, however, the only
it is shut out from the
country for a considerable length of the way, by a
thick and lofty hedgerow, which is enriched with
woodbine, jessamine, and every odoriferous plant

whose, tendrils will entwine with the thicket. A

o



v7—,3— > (Wooburn) ? il & % Dt pE

path, generally of fand or gravel, is conducted in a
waving line, sometimes close under the hedge,
sometimes at a little distance from it ; and the turf
on either hand is diversified with little groups of
shrubs, of firs, or the smallest trees, and often with
beds of flowers: these are rather too profusely
strewed, and hurt the eye by their minuteness ; but
then they replenish the air with their perfumes, and
every gale is full of fragrancy. (Whately 179)

B2 — DI —N—r iR L 72 B & D1T404FAR
HIEH LIGD L 7 A8 ) T4 - 777 bR L
2B DGERIZ B WL, BRI R
i bitfz b, 2 F THEEDILY B IR BER D
SAEZIZERZN L2, F oA v =Xz ki, {bE
DM E 72 ZDORMUICERIRC 2R A S L 72 8 2
BT —N— 2 DEHNE D EFEH H b (Chambers
162,63).

Tz A M) —=PEROFTHIZOLLDELTER
LTwaold, B2 TR T84 3 2 [5)E
CEWEE] Th 5, JﬁEV\] CHUD AL N EHEK L L
CTTAV AT 4 v 7—b BN TWwiAlH
DWT, T A M) —I3RHCEHELIWEL TS, &
2874 —MIEDHEIDFNCTIEZ, ZAAH ATV »
Z I vV R EEDOE RO E E D) DN
THY, AL 22 E2ED & T 5000 %
A2 TCHib N Tvwb, 7oA ) —2%FC
HF L T2 Dbz oo ) ¢, FIZY & T
72 & oD, WRASE L E RIS
ZDAER IR IZNT Tl e L W
JEMENTWD

S5, ;O)JE CEEXPE L FORME LRI T
b

RIZLRZ 2T B &

With the beauties which enliven a garden, are
every where intermixed many properties of a farm,;
both the lawns are fed; and the lowing of the herds,
the bleating of the sheep, and the tinklings of the
bell-weather, resound through all the plantations;
even the clucking of poultry is not omitted; for a
menagerie, of a very simple design, is placed near
the Gothic building; a small serpentine river is
provided for the water fowl, while the others stray
among the flowering shrubs on the banks, or
straggle about the neighbouring lawn: and the corn
—fields are the subjects of every rural employment,
which arable land, from seed-time to harvest, can
furnish. (Whately 181)
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The brow of the hill commands two lovely
prospects; the one gay and extensive, over a fertile
plain, watered by the Thames, and broken by St.
Ann’s Hill and Windsor castle; a large mead of the
most luxurious verdure lies just below the eye,
spreading to the banks of the river; and beyond it
the country is full of farms, villas, and villages, and
every mark of opulence and cultivation. The other
view is more wooded; the steeple of a church, or the
turrets of a seat, sometimes rise above the trees;
and the bold arch of Walton bridge is there a
conspicuous object, equally singular and noble.
(Whately 180-81)
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..but if the parterre has been rifled for the
embellishment of the fields, the country has on the
other hand been searched for plants new in a garden;
and the shrubs and the flowers which used to be
deemed peculiar to the one, have been liberally
transferred to the other; while their number seems
multiplied by their arrangement in so many and
such different dispositions. (Whately 179-80)
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..from the terrace which lies at the back of the
house you have first the finest bold slope to the
canal imaginable, the canal extremely broad,
winding like a river and so contrived as to lose both
extremities in old woods, by which the true length
cannot be discovered and you suppose it continued.
Beyond it is a further part of the improvements
ornamented with pavilions, banqueting houses &c.
Beyond it a fine common field with innumerable
herds, bounded by the Thames which winds so
luckily as to appear a continuation of the artificial
canal or rather the canal appears part of the
Thames. (Sambrook 93)
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Then a fine row of apple trees promise a cheerful
cup of cider to the honest plowman. You can walk
which side of the hedge is sheltered from wind and
in the shade in summer. Thus one hedge ornaments
two walks, and the woodbine, honeysuckle etc. in
the edge perfumes them as the apple blossoms in
spring must delight any eye. (Sambrook 99)
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The embellished farm (ferme ornée) is a pretty
mode of combining something of the beauty of the
landscape garden with the utility of the farm, and
we hope to see small country seats of this kind
become more general. As regards profit in farming,
of course, all modes of arranging or distributing
land are inferior to simple square fields; on account
of the greater facility of working the land in
rectangular plots. But we suppose the owner of the
small ornamental farm to be one with whom profit
is not the first and only consideration, but who

desires to unite with it something to gratify his
taste, and to give a higher charm to his rural occu-
pations. In Fig. 27, is shown part of an embellished
farm, treated in the picturesque style throughout.
The various trees, under grass or tillage, are divided
and bounded by winding roads, «, bordered by
hedges of buckthorn, cedar, and hawthorn, instead
of wooden fences ; the roads being wide enough to
afford a pleasant drive or walk, so as to allow the
owner or visitor to enjoy at the same time an
agreeable circuit, and a glance at all the various
crops and modes of culture. (Downing 119)
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Exceedingly interesting and agreeable effects may
be produced, at little cost, in a picturesque farm of
this kind. The hedges may be of a great variety of
suitable shrubs, and, in addition to those that we
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have named, we would introduce others of the sweet
brier, the Michigan or prairie rose (admirably
adapted for the purpose), the flowering crab, and
the like—beautiful and fragrant in their growth and
blossoms. These hedges we would cause to grow
thick, rather by interlacing the branches, than by
constant shearing or trimming, which would give
them a less formal, and a more free and natural air.
(Downing 120)
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