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Abstract :

Area branding has been attracting considerable attention in tourism marketing and revitalization of local areas. Area
images provide an important starting point for building up a strong area brand. In this paper, the area images of
Wakayama Prefecture and their determining factors are examined through a consumer research. It was found that
Wakayama has the images that are rich in nature, good food and kind people. The statistical analysis also indicated
that the visitor's age and the experiences during the visit have positive effects on the resulting images. Therefore, to
create a stronger area branding of Wakayama, varying approaches of tourism marketing should be selected
according to the age and interests of targets, and good images for tourists should be reinforced by good hospitality.
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