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“Possibly the earliest Japanese visitors to Western Australia were a group of
Jugglers and acrobats called the Kioto Troupe. (B&)The artists came by way
of Batavia (Jakarta) on the Eliza Blanche in November 1874 and Perth,
Fremantle, York, Northam, Newcastle and Champion Bay During December

1874 and January 1875.” (Noreen Jones 2002 : p.24)
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He came to Broome in 1955 from Shimosato-cho in the Wakayama Prefecture



with two others, Mr Maeda and Mr Masuda,to work as hard - hat divers for
Male & Company. Initially they found Broome disappointing . “boring,
sleepy town where not much happened - only three pubs and Sun Pictures.
Nothing flourishing, only a few hundred white Australians and about 2000

mixed races and local Indigenous people”. (p.17)
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‘Hama’ remembers his first dive . “It was an eerie feeling when the copper
helmet was fitted on my head and the front glass was screwed in. 1 felt
instant panic. The noise was shut and only the hissing of the air came
through. We were on the water for most of the day, diving from 5 to 15
metres when the water was clear. Some dives went as deep as 50 metres

and our longest journey out at sea lasted six weeks. (p.17)
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