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Abstract

This paper has bacically two purposes. The first is to clarify an actual state of parenthood as seen
in the citizens of H city of Wakayama prefecture. The second is to make the hypothesis that subjects’
attributes of sex, age, and income have an influence on their parenthood characteristics and to
substantiate it by the statistical method.

Population of the subjects in this research is all citizens aged 20 and over who are living at H city
of Wakayama prefecture. The sample collected by questionnaire method is 596 citizens.

Main findings were as follows: 1) compared with female subjects, male subjects had stronger
traditional family-norm and family-values. This finding seemed to suggest that parenthood
characteristics in male was less developed. 2) viewing from the perspective of age, it was identified
that older persons aged 65 and over had many kinds of parenthood characteristics of high level,
compared with other age group. 3) viewing from the perspective of income, it was identified that the
parenthood characteristics measured by the index of impartial and merciful heart to children and of

practical confidence in dialogue with them, was much more achieved in lower class.
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