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A Beauteous, Solitude-loving Youth:
An Examination of Unsociability in The Picture of Dorian Gray

oot E T
Kiriyama,  Keiko

ABSTRACT

Dorian Gray, an extraordinarily beautiful young gentleman, is no doubt the
star of fashionable society in Victorian London, because his youth lasts forever
thanks to his supernatural portrait becoming old instead of himself. Yet, Dorian’s
last moment, triggered off by the abrupt destruction of his portrait, is miserable
when he dies in an attic without anyone attending his deathbed. To make matters
worse, his dead body is so ugly that at first no one identifies it. This paper,
through analysis of Dorian’s art of socializing in The Picture of Dorian Gray, tries

to lay bare the secret life of the legendary charming young man.
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